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THE PYGMY FLINT AGE IN
LINCOLNSHIRE.

A ConTRIBUTION TO THE [ETHNOLOGY OF LINCOLNSHIRE.
By Rev. Atrrep Hunt, M.A.

‘I'he subject of my address as President of the Naturalists’
Union for the year 1go7, is practically a New Subject, but concerns
a very old period of Natural History,

Natural History points back to the Creation of Man as the
crowning development of Creative Power. No higher form of
beings that we are aware of, have been created since Mankind.

The study of Ethnology, or the study of Races and Tribes of
mern, has in regard to our own County been largely neglected in
the past. To-day it is my privilege to call your attention to an
interesting race of beings who have existed in our County, and left
traces behind them of an unmistakeable character, and I venture
to give them a title that will be clearly understood ;:—The Pygmy
Race of Mankind in Lincolnshire.

A generation ago scarcely any man in England or abroad
seems to have noticed the small diminutive flints which are now
known to specialists as Pygmy Ilints. Dr, Colley March, of
Rochdale, Lancashire, seems to have been the first person in
England to have noticed them and recorded his observations.

Contemporaneously, the late Mr. A. C. Carlleyle of the
Archezeological Survey ol India, discovered many Pygmy Ilints at
Sohdgi Ghat, on the Northern Scarp of the Vindhya Mountains
and left notes of them. More specimens were found in the same
district by the same person 1 1880—1881.

They were followed by my friends, W. H. Sutcliffe, Esq., of
Littleborough, Lancashire, and The Rev. Reginald A. Gatty of
Hooton Roberts Yorkshire,—the latter gentleman some eight years
ago spoke to me about Pygmy Flints, and asked if I had ever
come across any in Lincolnshire—at once my thoughts turned
to Scunthorpe Common, and I asked Mr. Edgar Brown, then
Manager, of the Scunthorpe Branch of Smith’s Bank, to look out
for them in August 19oo, and in a short time, he found several
specimens and was introduced to Dr. Gatty. Dr. Gatty has since
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discovered, as the result of much close personal search, many
thousands of Pygmy Flints at Scunthorpe.
Pracus Waere Fouxn.

Pygmy Flints are scattered in various places all over the
world, and records of their discovery have now been made in
Belguim, Palestine, Syria, Egypt, India, Southern Spain, France,
North and Central Africa and in Great Britain.

In Great Britain they have been found at Glenluce in
Wigtonshire, Scotland, var.ous places in Ireland in East Lancashire
near Rochdale, at Hooton Roberts in South Yorkshire, in the lLsle
of Man, at Bradheld West Riding of Yorkshire, at Hastings
Qevenoalks, Sittingbourne, Mildenhall, Cambridgeshire, Laken-
heath, Suffolk, Marton Common, Lincolnshire, but by far the
Jargest number found in any one place in England is that of
Scunthorpe Common, North Lincolnshire, and that discovery is
not yet ten years old. )

Since their discovery at Scunthorpe, I.incolnshire, specimens
of these Pygmy Flints from our County have been exhibited in
London, Dublin, Edinburgh, Manchester, and other places, and
owing to the kindness of Mr. Ldgar Drown mamy excellent
specimens are now to be seen in the County Museum at Lincoln,
Specimens representing VArious places abroad are to be seen 1n
the British Museurn—in cases Nos. 43 and 152.

Having stated where they have been [ound I now venture to
try and describe what are Pygmy Flints. Practically they are
a class by themselves. I'rom my private collection I am able to
exhibit a few specimens, and also slide views showing Lincolnshiré
specimens compared with specimens from India.

From these specimens it will be seen they are small pieces ol
fint, often only half an inch long, made into various shapes, and
for convenience sake they have been classified as:——

Crescent Shaped

Triangular or Scalene

Arrow Head

Rounded and Pointed

Chisel Shaped

Trapezoid or Rhomboidal

Flint Flakes like knives with serrated chipped
edges at the back,

The Pygmy Flint Age in Lincolnshive. 3

They are beautifully made and show extraordinary keen
sight in those who made them—frequently one side only shows
secondary working, and the chipping is so finely done that often
twenty and thirty different chips have been made on a fine thin
edge of flint in the length of half an inch. -

‘ The question has been asked, how may we know T’\'gnlw
Flints are the work of mankind? Practically by the l.san;e
method that we know other Flint or Stone impiements a;'e

the handiwork of man—Examine these Pygmy Flints closely and
you will be able to trace

1 The Bulb of percussion showing where the blow was
struck to separate the flake from the Flin{ Nodule, :

2 The Choncoidal Fracture running down the length of
the flint.

3 The Dorsal ridges on the back of the Flint.

4 The secondary working along one edge.

5 The Patina or skin, the result of weathering or exposure.

I'hese distinct characteristics prove these flints are no hap
hazard flakings from a flint core.

\'.\"hfer? vou can pick up these Pygmy Flints and show all these
peculiarities you are able to convince reasonable men that they
are the work of a race of pecple, who, with keen vision and clever
handiwork, were able to make tools which have outlived tlleir
own age and race by many thousands of years.

SiMILARITY IN DESIGN.

One point of great interest in these widely scattered Pygmy
Flints is the great similarity in design. So much 1s this simiiarit'y
carried out that if you place a Scunthorpe specimen beside one
found on the Vindhya Hills in India, it is almost impossible
to say which is from the one place and which is from the other.

This similarity in design has led many specialists to think
that the Pygmy Flints of Scunthorpe are the work of a migrating
pe(?ple, who passed over from India through Asia and Europe to
Bfatain. Amongst those who accept this theory are Dr. Gatty and
Vincent A. Smith, M.A., of the Indian Civil Service, one r;f the
greatest specialists we have on this subject, '
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WHAT WAS THE USE OF THESE PYGMY Frints?
Various conjectures have been made as to the use of these small

flint implements. They must have been made for human daily

use and need.

Ayvow Points are easily accounted for as used in hunting—
being it is supposed fastened to wood shafts ; which1s still the
practice of Australian savages.

Fishing Hooks is another very natural suggestion, for some of
the forms, when fixed with sinew or gut, the triangular form
kes a specially suitable hook to catch in the throat of fish.

Knives is undoubtedly another use to which some specimens
the clear cut edge would, even after the lapse of

ma

are adapted ;
thousands of years, cut flesh of animals at the present time.

Boring Tools for making holes to sew skins together for
clothing purposes is also a natural theory for other specimens of
these Pygmy Flints.

Chisels for scraping and shaping wood handles or hafts of
their tools is also another suggestion, which is highly probable
from the shape of the (lints with &4 square cutting edge.

Skin Serapers 1s still another use for which some specimens
of the implements may have been made, by these peaple who
lived by the chase—while it is also possible that other shapes
were mounted in wood frames and used as saws, sickles and
harpoons, as shewn in British Museum Handbnok, fig 118,

e of them may have been used for tattooing —as has been
not a great proportion of the many

Som
suggested, but certainly
thousands that have been found.

PropLk WERE THESE [MPLEMENTS MADE.

By wuat CLass OF
these small implements were made by people

To begin with,
with keen wvision, the minute character of their work bemng more

easily seen and appreciated under a magnifying glass than with

the naked eye of an ordinary observer.
They were also clever designers as the persistent shapes of
It is not to an ordinary person an casy

these implements show.
of these samples

matter to chip out a piece of flint in the shape

the same figures or shapes are repeated in hundreds of instances.
Again they were carveful wovkers as is seen by the way in

which these flint implements are made—to-day men would have
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to exercise almost the care of a jeweller if they wished to make
implements equal in shape and accuracy to those found on the
Scunthorpe Floor, made by these Pygmy Workers, .

They knew how to make a fire, as many fragments of
Charcoal have been found on the floors of their d\-\'elliu.tf places

As regards theiv clothing | am inclined to the idea :hat thc;v
clothed themselves but slightly, and what clothing they had w;s
made of the skins of animals taken in the chase. il

Pycuy Sites, StaTions or DwELLING PLACES.

One very interesting feature regarding Pygmy Stations, sites
or d‘:velling places where these Flints are f()u_ﬂ:l 18 their‘{.‘..hm::
association with a Peat Floor. Monsieur de Pierpoint says, © He
collected some thousands of Pygmy Flints on the high p-lc-t,teaux
above the Meuse. Formerly a thick forest covered these mountains
and in that district the small flints are mostly found near :«'pr-in a
and away from the east winds,” DBoth at Scunthorpe and on itél;e
Hills of the Pennine Range it is on, or in the Peat that 1]1{:5::"
Diminutive IFlints are discovered. Dr. Colley March found them in.
a bed of Peat six feet deep, in certain cases ten feet deep, and at an
altitude of thirteen hundred and fifty feet above sea lreve] T;r
Gatty found them at Scunthorpe on the top of the Peat and bt,low
the wind blown sand 200 feet above sea level.

It was on the Peat that I and my friends, the Rev. R. N
Mlaztihews, of Tetney, in the year 19oo, and the Rev. Samuel \-\-"?ld.
of Dunholme, found numerous examples as recently as t‘ilis:
last Spring, 1go7. Dr. Gatty found as many as 200 1'1'}1[1]6'171611{8
on the floor of one habitation. These facts lead me to t-he belief
that the Natural conditions or surroundings of Scunil‘mrp.{* }“av'e
_ronipletei_\; changed since the time of the deposit o[ tll'le‘ae
implements. )

I believe that the Natural conditions at Scunthorpe were
very much like the conditions at the Ituri Forest of N(n.'th
ﬁf}r}:cr’ltizt;iig::;li?é ;v;‘b.ere we see a Peat Deposit in progress.
i yem & Hved ;I, a warmer. atmosphere at Scunthorpe

.V.m,ms in Ingland, and that these people lived in
CI{)I‘I]E'IILII]_IUCS in small huts, such as may be seen now among these
h‘vmg survivals of Pygmy People, .
Duwelleys.

They were in fact Fovest
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No pottery has been found with the Pygmy Flints in | i

but a class of rude hand-made pottery has been poyd Dawkins, Canon Greenwell, Sir John Evans, and M

Mortimer of Driflield, some few people are prepaé(’d t(; (ut ‘r.

the reality of what are called Pygmy Flints. . .

Lincolnshire,
found with the Indian Pygmy Flints, and entire skeletons of the
le have been found both ip India and Germany. In

Pygmy peop
India they dswelt in caves and rock shelters, but at Scunthorpe we
ters, therefore hut circles seem the last few years become thurough believers in Pygmy Flint

- AT ygmy Fhlints as

oD ‘E,' V1 I] E'a(} 56 A ]1 s referre 1 v
l Degl W Al i) = 1 W
T ¥ ol thes O f {8 tf], ha\r{_ 1|.}|1|.]

have no trace of caves or rock shel

ative to fall back upon as their dwelling the product of mankind. This is shown by their s ;
; . i ¥ =1r speeches at

the recent meetings of the Britis e

where ° he Dritish Association at York and else-

to be the only altern
places in Lincolnshire.

To waar PErioD IN THE Srone AGE MUST WE ATTRIBUTE THE
Pycmy RACE OF MAaNKIND ? Then let tt ik

GM ACE OF MAD ) ! he doubtful person concerning )

P 1 concerning Pygmy Flints turn

Here we have a problem that puzzles many at the presenf} torecent works on Pre-Historic Man, such as Mr. Charles H :
time. Mr. Read of the Dritish '1\'11_!5‘-'911rr.'| suggests a Neolithic Age Handbook or Guide to the Stone Age, in -f‘ﬁ;.'n Lx,]‘“le: [\.. R__ead .
or DBronze Period, while Mr. Vincent Smith does not agree withf publisbed 1902, to Prof. Windle's Book 0’“ Rf‘-rhl-“-a'ing:fifii IU_'J.‘?UJ'J.T,
that, but inclines to the belief that they are to be placed at the} Age in England, published 1904, to the r'\.rtilu-l{n-; 1 . {f__i"[“’tonc
end of the Paleolithic Age. Dr. Colley March, calls 1t The Eatlif Suith, late of India Civil Service,. T ‘G.a'-ty- r‘ljld}}o‘[-EiLZH:r]A-

: o Ler wWorks,

Neolithic Floor of East Lancashire. he will then I think, if open to conviction, be ready to admit tl

One thing is certain, we do not find any smooth or polishedf is more evidence for a Pygmy Race than }"K_’: ;irl-ttici)n{: ; mit there

stone implements on the Pygmy Floor, Another thing is equally HistoriciL REFERENCE -'ro Pyomy Races m;l \;E‘

true we do not find Pygmy Flints ascociated with Bronze - If we go back to the Ancients x\je’ l-Ja\: 2 ] l“«hhmn i

Copper implements, 50 that they were not metal workers. of Herodotus, Book II, Chapter 33,, Page SIL L’lltitlj::t}i(f}]}ty
i . é 18

The suggestion has been thrown out that the Pygmies wered Nasamonians were captured and carried off by the Py T
weak race who were overcome by Neolithic Man, this may be trurJ and led across extensive marshes, and [inalll;\. {P E ‘yfgmy Lt
but we have the authority of Herodotus 2,000 years ago, ang] where all the men were the height of their Cg;ld-":il 0 g t.ov.‘n
modern travellers like Dr. Wollaston ol 1907, pointing out thai complexioned under the middle height.” uctors and black

the Pygmies were, and are at the present time, rather a fighting Homer's 1lliad, Book IIL, Line g, refers to Pygmy Nati

race of people. Alfter considering all the evidence (';bzainﬂhle,j Aristotle calls them 'llror‘ilOd\.’Lll——whi(‘h jg'ﬂ,}ll 2UEE

2m inclined to think that the Pygmy Race must be placed in thg indicate that they were Cave T e t}.}'ktt ! “;0“ ;I .. s&em to

Messeolithic or Middle Stone Age. Anstotle botli place them near the sources O*Lth;g'.:il ‘ omer and
It is true that at one period, © There were giants on the eatt Pliny, Book VI, 19, and Philostra HIH \]t _\l;”{;:l.'

in those days,” so also it is true that there were dwaris on t and others, place them in India, whcrr‘.in m; ? : i-l“‘! A

earth in other days. Was this race the Iberic Race? thousands of Pygmy Flints have been f{}u.“d_ wodern days many

It 15 ably argued by Mr. W. J. Knowles vice-president of the The representation of ’ygmy People is f .
o . o pi a . e, ] - : TTe ST [N . .
Roval Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, that Neolithic Man is tif On Greel Vases. Ble isfrequently. metwith
descendant of Paleclithic Man, After 2,000 vears of literary silence about P T
The question before Fthnologists to-day is; How was th'T madern travellers like Captain l"i:]'i']l.‘:'\n 1 1] ygmy People,
: e ] — arrison, have brou yaif
it through a Messeolithic Age? the Ituri Forest, Pygmy People, and mc'h]bit-(d lll(ll‘gh.t m]f;r ke
e S T ed them in all parts

transition effected ? Was
i# of England.

Because there are no references to the Pygmy Flint ,L\g3|1
the Standard DBooks of 30 years ago on Pre-Historic Man, suclhé SmaLt Dark Corouren Propr o
EOPLE UNDER THE MipprLe Hricur.

Major Powell Cotto 1
jor Powell Cotton, only this year 1g07, gives his experience
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of life among the Pygmies of the Congo Forest, and describes
them as © Small dark coloured people under the Middle Height."

Dr. A. F. R. Wollaston, also this year has returned to
civilization through the Congo Forest, and the volcanic region of
Mfumbiro, and says the tops of the extinct volcanoes are covered
with dense bamboo, and inhabitated by a Pygmny Race.

In Central Mexico we have relics of a Pygmy People. 'The
dried head of one being offered in Mr. Steven’s London auction
room this year.

‘The last surviving Aztecs, a Very diminutive people, I
remember to have seen exhibited in Manchester 30 years 4go.

All these instances peint to Diminutive or Pygmy Races of
Men scattered over the world—and in the flint implements left
behind by these Pygmy People on the Scunthorpe Floor we have;
I hope, a fitting subject for the Naturalists of the Lincolnshire
Naturalists’ Union to study for some years to cone.

As the literature on this subject is 50 limited T venture to

name the authorities quoted or referred to in this address.

AUTHORITIES CONSULTED,

Herodotus. Pliny.
Homer. Philostratus.
Aristotle.

Rritish Museum, Guide to Stone Age, by C. H. Read, Esq.

Dr. Colley March, of Rochdale.

W. H. Sutcliffe, Esq., of Littleborough.

The Rev. Reginald A Gatty, LL.B,, of Hooton Roberts, Doncaster

Dr. Sturge, formerly of Nice, now of Mildenhall, Cambridge.

‘[he late A. C. Carlleyle, Esg, of the Archzological Survey of
India.

M. de Pierpoint, of Brussels,

M. Thieullen, of Paris,

Sir John Evans.

Professor Boyd Dawlkins.

Professor Windle, of Birmingham.

Major Powell Cotton.

Dr. A. F. R. Wol

Vincent A. Smith, Esq., M.A.
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