


varieties from the county. How far this is a reflection of the drinking habits of the Grantham
people or enthusiastic collecting by local Museum curators remains to be explained.

The denominaticns of the beer tickets range from a halfpenny upwards. In Lincolnshire the
commaonest values are 1% d. and 3d. The exceptionally high value of one shilling occurs on a
ticket of the Newmarket Hotel in Lincoln (A69). A feature which rarely occurs outside

Lincolnshire is the use of the volume measure 'half pint’ rather than a cash value |A22, A4T,
A45, AB1).

THE USES OF BEER TICKETS

The actual purpose for which these tickets were issued is still the subject of some speculation
and research into contemporary trade publications is needed before a definitive account can
be written. A number of alternative usaes have been suggested: —

[a) Since gambling for cash in public places was illegal under the 1845 Gaming Act these
tickets could have been bought from the publican and used as an alternative to monay.,

(b} The tickets were used as prizes for games of skittles, darts, bagatelle or dominoes.

(c) Those public houses which had a concert hall | ABS), bowling green or skittle alley would
charge a small entrance fee and then refund all or part of the charge in tickets which could
be exchanged for drink or tobacco. This ensured that visitors spent some money and did
not receive an evening’s warmth or entertainment for nothing.

(d) Employers of casual labour could pay for services using beear tickets. These would prob-
ably have been bought in bulk at a suitable discount. Certain auctioneers used tickets in
this way.

[e) Wives bought a supply of tickets on pay day and then rationed their husbands' drinking
during the week,

{f1 A drinker when offered a drink would take a ticket for use on another occasion,
g} The tickets may have been given as refunds on returned bottles and containers.

{h} The tickets may have been an advertisement and distributed by the publican to attract
customers 1o his bar.

THE METHOD OF MANUFACTURE

Like cons and medals the tickets were struck from steel dies on either hand or steam
operated presses, The design was engraved or stamped into the flat die surface as a mirror or
reverse image so that the letters and design appear the correct way round when struck onto
the brass disc.

Few dies have survived because the high quality of the metal ensured a good scrap value,
However the Grantham Museum collection contains tha obverse dia from which the
Ericklavars Arms ticket was struck (A15),

THE MANUFACTURERS

In the late eighteenth century Birmingham developed as the major British coin, token and
medal manufacturing centre and by the nineteenth century there were many die sinkers
producing these metal advertisement tickets. Clearly the competition was intense but to
judge from the surviving varieties the die sinkers had an effective team of commercial travel-
lers who weant out and sold their products.

A feature of the beer tickets is the freedom which the makers had to use the reverse to
advertise not only their name but often a full address, town and a description of their
products {A10, A12, A39). This information enables a detziled picture of the die sinking
trades to be formed.




Die sinkers worked in other towns as well as Birmingham and the Lincolnshire issues include
axamples from makers in Hull, Sheffield and London.,

LINCOLNSHIRE MUSEUMS COLLECTIONS

The Coin Room in the Usher Gallery, Lincoln has a comprehensive display of these beer
tickets. Others are an show at the Grantham Museum.

The tickets listed in this paper are probably only a small proportion of the total number issued.
If any reader owns or knows of other examples then the Lincolnshire Museums would like the
opportunity to record details of the pieces. Please write to the Usher Gallery, Lincaln,
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CATALOGUE

Each catslogue entry contains all the information
an the ticket togather with detailz of size, metal and
a reference 1o the collections containing speci-
mens. Additicnal information drawn from - trade
directories and other sources has generslly been
put within parentheses. An asterisk Indicates that
the ficket is illustrated, All iHustrations are full gize.

Only for the Grantham seres has any detailed
search of the trade direstories leen made.

COLLECTIONS

LCE  Lincaolrshire Museums: City arsd County
husedm, Lincoln

LGr Lincolnghire Museums; Grantharm Museum

Pefd  City of Peterborough Museum and
Art Gallary

Pri Private Colieciion
SGS  Spalding Gentlerman's Society Museum,
Spalding

Todd Dr. Mail B. Todd coll,, Mewtomville,
fdass., US4,
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BOSTON

A1*  Black Swan Hotel, Fraderick Armstrong.
1%d, Brags, X6mm. See also Spalkding (ABT)
for a similar token wsued by F, Ammstrong.
(SGS; PaM)

AZ  Caorn Exchangs Hotel, Market Place. 3d.
Copper? |Neumann iv, no. Z7132)

A3 Agfor A but value 1% d, Brass, 26mm
(LG Meumann v, na. 27191 in copper)

Ad  Dolphin Inn, Dolphin Lane. George Willett,

1% d. Maker: E, Cottrill, Birmingham.
Copper. (Neumann iv, no. 27193

A5*  Kings Head Vaults, [Emery Lanel, Ward.
1%d, Brass, 26mm, [5G5; Pri.)

AB*  Paacock and Royal Hotal, Markat Plisca,
Daniel Jackson, 1% d, Brass, 26mm.

{LCC; Pri.t

ABa  Asfor Ab but 3d, Brass, 26mm. (P}

A7®  Agzfor AB but issuer B.H. Clemow. T34,
Brass, 25mm. (LCC; Hull Mussum; Pri.}

ATa  Pen Strest Brewsny, Jobin Glover, §d, Brass,
2Emm. [Pril

AR Robin Hood Brewery, [High 510, Swinn &
Son. 2%d. No ather details. (Dealer st via
Todd|

Ala  White Horse. Zd, Brass (Via Todd)
GRANTHAM

A9%  Angel Tap Inn, {High 5t.1, Ed. Taylor,




Anoe

AT

ATZ"

A3

AlgE

AlB*

A6

Al7e

AqE"

Ala®

A2d*

AZE*

AT*

1% d. Brazs, 26mm. (LGrl

Biug Bull Inm, {Waestgatel, John Brown
1ET2-18821-, 2d. Maker W.J. Taylor,
Landan, Brass, 23mm. (LGr)

Biue Cow, |63) Castlegate. Formerly the Red
Cow, changed to Blua Cow in 1826 and
closed in 18968, Mo isseer, 1% d. Brass,
26mm. |LGr)

Blug Dog Inn, (10 Watergats!. Mentioned in
1819 and closed in 1858. Na issuer, 1%d,
Maker: 5.A. Daniell, Birmingham. Brass,
Hemm. (LGr)

Biue Lion Hotel, (5 Market Placel, Menfioned

in 1822 and closad in 1965, No ssuer, 2d

Stemped on a brass disk, 28mam. [LGr)

Blué Plg lnn, 19 Vine St.1, Thomae Hackworth
11872(-. Coumtermarked CC an reveraa,

1%d. Brass, 25mm. (LGr)

Bricklavers Armms, (22/3 Watergate), Licansad
for zale of Beer only, Mentioned first in 1872
and closed in 1958, No issuer. 1 d. Maker;
Maoke & Son, Birmingham. Brass, 24mm.
LG

The obwverse die for this token is in the
Grantham Mugeurm, The steel block tapers
glightly from its base to the top which was
flattened 10 receive the design. The design
wias punched into this prepared surface, On
the sides of the die two words have been
deeply stamped J. BRIDEM amd RLIMN.

Cross Keys Inn, {73 Mew St.). Licansed tor
sale of Beer only, Mentiomed first In 1856

and closad In 1958, No ssuer, 1% d. Brass,
25mm. (LGrl.

Durham Ox [Inn, 84 Wharf Bd.|. Mentionad
i TBED and closed in 1967, Mo Esuer, 1%d.
Brass, Z3mm, (LG

Foresters Arms, (27 Castlegatel, John Naylor
- VEEZ-18004- a% 4 'Butcher and Boar Mouse
Keeper. 1% d. Brass, 2Bmm. (LG}

Fox and Hounds Inn, (300 Westgate.
Mantioned firstin 182273 and closed in 1959,
Mo issuer, 3d. Maker: H. Jenkins & Sons,
Birmingham, Brass, 2Bmm, {LGr)

A5 im A9 but denomination 1%d. {LGr]
George Tap, George Yard, High 5t. J.B.
1%d, Brass, 22mm . {LGr}

Globe lnm, 124 Market Place). H.B|urmett)?
Tha Inrm was ren by the Burrett family
betweon 1842 and 1301, Half pint. Brass,
Z3mm, (LG

Hand and Heart, (33 Wharf Rd). Mo issuer.
Opan in 1826 and closed 19571, Half pint,
Brass, 2dmm. | Dealers’ list wia Toddl

Hare and Hounds, {15 East St.). Mentioned
first in 1888 and closed in 1955, No Bsuer,
Ad. Brass, 28 mm, (LG

Hunfingtower Arms, (95 Haraxton Rd. 1. Mo
izzuer, Eariiest mantion 1916 - s1ill open,
2%d. Brass, 24 mm. {Pril

Jockey Inn (Harse and Jockey Inn), {43 High
S, J. Taylor -] 1882(-. 1% d. Brass, X5mm,
(LGr

Joiners Arng, Spittegste. Mentioned first n

A28*
AZg*
A3D*

AT

AdTE
Ad2
Aq3*

Ada*

A45"

AdG*

A47*

Aage

1892 and destroyed in 1940, Na issuar, 3d
Brass, &7 mm, (LGrl

As AZT bt denomination 1 W d. (LG

Junction Inn, AT Grantley St Eldward) Cole
-}1882-1304(-_ 1 15 d, Brass, 2dmm. (LGrl
Layton’s Inn, (84 Grantley St.), Mohn)
Blurtonh -11837(-, Besr licance. 1% d. Brass,
23mim. |LGrl

Lord Harrowbny, (68 Dudiey Rd. |. Earliest
mention 1892, No izsuer, 1%d, Brass,
23mm. {LGr]

Malt Showals Inm, (21 Wesigate), stamped
J.T. HARE -}1888- 189%5]-, 3d, Brass, 27mm.
(LGr|

As AZZ but denomination 1% d, [LGr)

Masons Arms. Mo issuer. 1%d, Maker;
Vaughton, Birmingham. Brass, 26mm. (LGr}
Musicians Arms, [13) Wharf Rd. Mentionad
first in 1882 and closed in 1937, Mo issuer.
1% d. Maker: 5.A, Danigll, Birmingham.
Brass, Z3mm. (LGr}
Mag's Haad, Wharf Bd. Earliost mention
1861, Nodssuer, 1% d, Brass, 23mm, (LGr)
Dcdfellews Arms, (35 North Parade).
Mentionad first in 1897 and closed in 1976,
Mo issuer. 1% d. Brazs, 24 rmm, (LGr)
Peacock [nm, {3 Walby 51.). Mentionad first
in 1882 and closed in 1937, Mo ssusr. 1%d.
Brazt, Mmim, (LGrl
Railway Tavern, S5t. Paters Hill. Mentioned
first in 188%, became the Guildhell Tavern in
1983 and closed in 1971, Nao issuer, 1%,
fieker: M. Mole B Son, Birmingham. Brass,
23mm, (LG}
Reapers, (24 later 5] London Road,
flen tioned Birst in 1896 and closed in 1358,
Mo ssuer, 1¥d, Maker; H.B. Sale, Birming-
ham. Brass, 23mm. {LGr)
Royal (ak, Stuart 51. Mo ssuer, Half ping,
Bress, 2hmm. (Pri.]
Raval CGak, {27 Market Placel. G, Willowghby
118971-. 3d, Brass, 24 mm, | Todd)
As A42 but denomination 1%d, (LGr; Toddl

Shepherd and Dog, (71 Westgate).
Mentioned first im 1857 and closed in 1937,
Mo lssuer, 1% d. Brass, 25mm. {LGr)

Sir Isaag Mewton, Wharf Rd. Mantioned first
in 1861 and closed in 1827, Mo i=msuer, Hal
pint. Brass, 240mm. (LGr)

Spotiad Cow, (London Rd.). Mentoned first
in 1861. No msuer. Half pint, Brass, 24 mm,
(LGr

Stor and Garter, 113) Castlegate. Mentionad
first in 1861 and closed in 1932. Mo issuear.
1%:d, Maker: Sate, Bermingham. Bress,
23mm. [LGr

Sun Inn, (7 Brownlow St.), Mentioned first
in 1793 and closed n 1958, Na isswer, 1%d.
Brass, 28mm. (LGr}

Three Tuns Inm, [37) Morton S, Mertioned

firat in 1826 and closed in 1988, No ssuer.
1%d, Bress, 28mm, (LG




ABO™  Wictoria Tavern, (33 Ayveraft S0, Jiohn
Hanry} Graenwood -] 1896-1806{-. 1%d.
Maker: Sale, Birmingham, Brass, 23mm.
ILGr]

AS1* Waggon and Horses Inn, 136 Manthorpe
Ad.}. First mentoned in 1B55. Mo issuer,

1% d. Brass, 26mm. {LGr}

A2 Wealhy Arma, |16 Walby 5t.), Opened 18597
and closed in 1958, W{illiam} Hiarwood)
Keys -}1907-48(-. 1% d, Brass, --mm. {LGr)

AR Whearshaaf, [33) Inner 5t. Mentoned first
in 1826 and closed in 1936, No issuer. 1%d.
Brass, 23mm. (Lr]

ABA" \White Lion Inn, Spittlegate. Mentoned first
in 1861, Mo issuer, brass, 24mm., (LGrl

GRIMSBY

ARRY  Bakewell's Hotel, [Victoria 51, cormer of
Lower Spring S} 3d. Maker: M. Debus,
Hull. Brazs, 22 5mm. [LCC)

A5G* Blue Ball, Victora St., George Bayton, 1 d.
Brass, Z3mm. {LCC)

AET*  Bowling Green Inn/Horse and Jockay Inn,
iGrimsby 71, J. Holland. 2d. Brass, Z3mm.
{Grimsby M

ABR* Corporation Arms, (Corporation Rd. |,

J. Allbones, beer retailer. 3d. Brass, 26mm
{LCCh
Horee and Jocksy Inn. See abova AST

ARS*  Grimsby lindependent] Licensed)
Wiictuallers) Alssociationl. One pint. Brags,
ZSmm. [LCCI

LEAKE (OLD]

ARD* G.G. Horton, maltster and brewear. 1%d,
Bragg, 27.5mm. (LCC; Pri.k

LINCOLN

AB1* Black Bay, I& Castle Hilll, John Theopp. Half
pint. Makar: Smith, Birmingham. Brass,
25mim. {Pri.

ARZ  Brckmakers &rms, M. Brown. 1%d. Maker:
T. Pope, Birmingham. Copper. | Neumann iv,
no, 2754

ABZ* Gate House Hotel, Canwick Rd,, 5. Snall.
1%d. Maker: Smith, Birmingham. Brass,
ZSmm. (LEC; SG5)

Afd®  Green Dragon Hotal, 137 Waterside Morth),
Resd. 2d, Brass, 22.5mm, (LCC)

AES"  As for A54 but without issuer’s name. Brass,
22 5mm. (LCC)

ABE*  Great Mortharn Hotel, (176 High St.), Taylor.
Ome shilling. Makar: Smith {Birmingham},
Brass, 2dmm. | Tedd)

AB7"  Kimgs Arme, (278 High 5t.), William Richard-
son, 2d. Maker: Smith, Birmingham. Brass,
PEmm. ILCC: Todds

ABE*  Lord Maelson, (Waterside Marth),

W Rowbotham. 1%d, Maker: T, Paps &
Co., Birmingham. Brass, Z3mm, (Pri.}

AGS*  Mewmarket Hotel, (B Singil 3t.), F.H. 154,
Brass, 26 min, (LCC)

A70° Portland Arms Vaults, (56 Portland St.1,
Wiilliem] T{homas} Wast. 34, Brags, 26mm.
{LCT)

AT1* Queen Inn, (323 High 5t.). No issuer. 1%d.
Brass, 25 mm. Vipan no, 267. (LCC: PaM|

AT2* Swise Cottage, John Jibb. 1% d. Brass,
Phmm. (LCCH

AT3* Wellington Hotel. No issuer. 1% d. Brasa,
28 . |LCC)

AT4* White Swan, (274 High 51.), Ricberi] Read
Mo denomination. Lasd, 18mam. |(LCC)

ATRY  \White Swan, 274 High 5t.), Mo issuer,
12 d. Maker: Smith, Birmingham. Brass,
25mm, [LCCI

LITTLE GONERBY, near GRANTHAM

ATE*  Joiners Arms, (B Maorth St.). Mo issuer.
-11Ba-smll opend-. 1% d, Maker
S_A. Daniell, Birmingham. Brass, 26mm,
(LG}

AT7*  Thres Crowns Inn, (4 Manthorpe Rd. | No
isuer, -1 1826-1332(-, 1% d. Brass, Z3mm.
(LG

LOUTH

A78% Wellington Hotal, {Ramsgater. Mo isauer,
3d. Maker: Piich, Sheffield. Brass, 13mm,
{LCC)

AT Asfor ATE bur1Md. (ILCC]

ARD"  Wheatsheaf, (Westgate), No ssuer, 1%d
Brass, 25mm. |LCC)

SKIRBECK

A80a (ueen's Hesd Inn. J. Thormpe, Gd, Brass,
Z3mm, (LCCH

SPALDING

A31" Black Swan Hotel, {12 New Rd.), Fredarick
Armstrong. 1% d. Brass, 27 mm. Ses Boston
(A1} for B similar token, (LCC; 5GS, Pr.)

Ag2* A= AR bul countermarked on the abv. 5
and rav, H. |15G5)

A83  Pied Calf Imn, {Sheep Market}, W. U, Banks.
1%d, Copper. (Meumann iv, no. 27826}

STAMFORD

Ad*  Crown and Anchor VYaulta, W.D. Adcock.
Y d. Brasa 25 mm. (Aghmolean Museum,
Dixfoard)

ABS"  CQueens Head, {51 Mary's Hilll, Preston,
1%d, Brass, 22 mm. (LCC)
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